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FACTSHEET: Short-Finned
Pilot Whale
Length
Male: 7.2 m
Female: 5.5m
Weight
Adults: 1,000 – 3,600 kg
Lifespan (in the wild)
Males: 45 years
Females: 55 years or more



Mostly dark grey, brown, or black, but have some light areas such as a grey saddle patch behind the dorsal fin



Distinctively large, bulbous ‘melon’ head



One of the few mammalian species where the females go through menopause



Primarily eat squid



Generally take several breaths before diving for a few minutes



Very social, normally seen living in groups of 15 to even 60 individuals



They will allow boats to get close



Can be seen logging, travelling, milling, bow riding, wake riding and surfing



not enough data to record a valid number of short finned pilot whale population



Found living in southwest coats of the Canary Islands especially in Tenerife and La Gomera and also, they are residents in Hawaii



Conservation status is data deficient, which means that there is not enough information for a valid assessment of the conservation
status of the animal
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FACTSHEET: Short-Finned
Pilot Whale
Length
Male: 7.2 m
Female: 5.5m
Weight
Adults: 1,000 – 3,600 kg
Lifespan (in the wild)
Males: 45 years
Females: 55 years or more



Mostly dark grey, brown, or black, but have some light areas such as a grey saddle patch behind the dorsal fin



Distinctively large, bulbous ‘melon’ head



One of the few mammalian species where the females go through menopause



Primarily eat squid



Generally take several breaths before diving for a few minutes



Very social, normally seen living in groups of 15 to even 60 individuals



They will allow boats to get close



Can be seen logging, travelling, milling, bow riding, wake riding and surfing



not enough data to record a valid number of short finned pilot whale population



Found living in southwest coats of the Canary Islands especially in Tenerife and La Gomera and also, they are residents in Hawaii



Conservation status is data deficient, which means that there is not enough information for a valid assessment of the conservation
status of the animal
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FACTSHEET: Bottlenose Dolphin
Length
Male: 3.5 m
Female: 2.5m

Lifespan (in the wild)
Males: 40-45 years
Females: 50 years or more

Weight
Male: up to 640 kg
Female: up to 500 kg

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Their brain weights 1500-1600g (human brain is only
35g)
They have the longest memory among non-humans
They can jump as high as 25ft (humans have jumped
as high as 8ft)
They are known to be social beings, having saved the
lives of many beings
The diet consists mainly of invertebrates, squid and
fish
They have 2 stomachs, one for storage and one for digestion
They are the most common and well known type of
dolphin
They are warm blooded, internally they 37º Celsius –
to maintain this temperature they are surrounded
by a thick layer of fat, called blubber
Mums stays with calves for up to 3-8 years
They work together to optimize the effort of hunting

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

They can swim up to 260m deep
They can grow up to 2.8m
They can swim up to 5-12km, and can reach spends
of up to 32km
They can stay underwater for 15min
They are like trees: they have layers of teeth which
help determine their age
have delicate skin, which heals quickly
When they sleep, they shut down one side of their
brain in order to keep the other awake and on
the look out
They have a blowhole on their head, which helps
them breathe making them marine mammals
They use eco-location to find their food, which also
sends out a sonar beam, which can stun fish
They do not chew their food, they eat it whole (head
first)

Resident Cetacean Factsheets
PILOT WHALES AND BOTTLENOSE DOLPHINS

SPECIES PROFILE
Short Finned Pilot Whale
(Globicephala macrorhynchus)

Size

Average male length: 5.5 m
Average female length: 4.3 m
Male weight: up to 3,000 kg
Female weight: up to 1,500 kg

Classification
Kingdom

Animalia

Phylum

Chordata

Class

Mammalia

Order

Certatiodactyla

Family

Delphinidae

Genus

Globicephala

Lifespan

A typical male short-finned pilot whale will live for
approximately 45 years and a typical female for about 55
years, although the female will usually stop reproducing
after about 40 years old.

Diet

The typical diet of the Short-finned Pilot Whale consists of squid and fish, as well as other
cephalopods, such as octopuses. The males hunt primarily by catching giant squid and rushing to
the surface, the squid is killed by the sudden change of pressure.

Social Structure

The short-finned pilot whale is usually found in pods of 10 to 60. It is a highly social animal that
communicates through a variety of clicks, whistles, squeals, smacking, whining and ‘snores’, it also
uses echolocation. The short-finned pilot whale lives in a matriarchal society meaning that the
females are dominant within the pod. Older females have been known to care for a calf that is not
their own. After weaning, young males often move to a new group, whereas females tend to stay in
the group into which they were born. Pods of this species usually consist of a small number of
reproductive adult males with a greater number of adult females of all ages and reproductive
status, plus immature calves of both sexes.

Breeding

The short-finned pilot whale does not seem to have a typical breeding season, and has been
recorded breeding and giving birth in winter, spring and autumn. The gestation period lasts for a
little over a year, and females give birth about once every three years. Each female will give birth to
four to seven calves during her lifetime. The new-born calf averages about 1.4 metres in length and
weighs around 60 kilograms. They are suckled by the female for at least 2 years. Female shortfinned pilot whales reach sexual maturity at about 8 years of age, while males reach maturity later,
at about 13 years

SPECIES PROFILE
Bottlenose Dolphin
(Tursiops truncatus)

Size

Average male length: 3.5 m
Average female length: 2.5 m
Male weight: up to 640 kg
Female weight: up to 500 kg

Classification
Kingdom

Animalia

Phylum

Chordata

Class

Mammalia

Order

Cetacea

Family

Delphinidae

Genus

Tursiops

Lifespan

A typical Bottlenose Dolphin will live for approximately
40-45 years and a typical female for 50 years or more.

Diet

The diet consists mainly of invertebrates, squid and fish. They very intelligent
animals and are often found near fish farms or following fishing boats for an easy
meal. They use high frequency echolocation to locate prey.

Social Structure

The Bottlenose Dolphin is usually found in pods of 5 to 20 individuals. However they have
been known to live in pods of over 100. It is a highly social animal that is found interacting
with other species such as Pilot Whales and other cetaceans. They can make up to 1,000
clicking noises per second. These sounds travel underwater until they encounter objects,
then bounce back to their dolphin senders, revealing the location, size, and shape of their
target.

Breeding

Sexual maturity varies by population and ranges from 5-13 years for females and 9-14
years for males. Calves are born after a 12 month gestation period and are weaned at 18
to 20 months. On average, calving occurs every 3 to 6 years. Females as old as 45 years
have given birth

Migrating Dolphin Factsheets
and Global Threats
ATLANTIC STRIPED DOLPHIN AND COMMON DOLPHIN

SPECIES PROFILE
Atlantic Striped Dolphin
(Stenella coeruleoalba)

Size

Average male length: 2.7 m
Average female length: 2.5 m
Male weight: up to 160 kg
Female weight: up to 150 kg

Classification
Kingdom

Animalia

Phylum

Chordata

Class

Mammalia

Order

Cetacea

Family

Delphinidae

Genus

Stenella

Lifespan

A typical Atlantic Striped Dolphin will live for
approximately 58 years.

Diet

Striped dolphins feed on a diverse diet consisting of various species of relatively small,
closely-packed, mid-water, shoaling fish and cephalopods throughout the water
column. They are capable of diving to at least 2,300 ft (700 m). This species has 43-50
pairs of small, sharp, conical teeth in the upper and lower jaws.

Social Structure

Striped dolphins are usually found in tight, cohesive groups averaging between 25 and
100 individuals, but have been occasionally seen in larger groups of up to several
hundred and even thousands of animals. Within these schools there is a complex
system of individuals that may be organized by age, sex, and breeding status. Their
surface behaviour is often characterized as sociable, athletic, energetic, active, and
nimble with rapid swimming. They can often be observed breaching, jumping, and
leaping up over 20ft (7m) above the surface of the water.

Breeding

Striped dolphins become sexually mature at about 7 ft (2.1-2.2 m) in length, between
the ages of 5-13 years for females and 7-15 years for males. They give birth to a single 3
ft (1 m) long calf during the summer or autumn after a gestation period of about one
year. The interval between giving birth to calves is usually 3-4 years, and lactation lasts
12-18 months

SPECIES PROFILE
Short-Beaked Common Dolphin
(Delphinus delphis)
Classification

Size

Average male length: 2.5 m
Average female length: 2.3 m
Male weight: up to 80 kg
Female weight: up to 75 kg

Kingdom

Animalia

Phylum

Chordata

Class

Mammalia

Order

Cetacea

Family

Delphinidae

Genus

Delphinus

Lifespan

A typical Common Dolphin will live for
approximately 25-30 years.

Diet

The common dolphin feeds on squid and small schooling fish. In some parts of the world,
common dolphins feed at night on the deep scattering layer, which moves towards the
water’s surface during that time. Common dolphins have been seen working together to
herd fish into tight balls. Like many other dolphin species, the common dolphin will
sometimes take advantage of human fishing activities (such as trawling), feeding on fish
escaping from the nets or discarded by the fishermen.

Social Structure

Common dolphins are usually found in large pods of hundreds or even thousands. They
are extremely active, fast moving, and engage in spectacular aerial behaviour. They are
noted for bow and wake riding of boats, often changing course to bow ride the pressure
waves of fast-moving vessels and even large whales. Common dolphins can be frequently
seen in association with other marine mammal species.

Breeding

Sexual maturity is reached at 3 to 4 years of age or when they reach 6 to 7 feet in length
(1.8 to 2.1 m). Calves are 30 to 34 inches at birth (76 to 86 cm); gestation period is 10 to
11 months.

GLOBAL THREATS
For humans, cetaceans are both endearing and awe-inspiring. Some, like the Bottle-nosed dolphin
are playful and curious and seem to enjoy our company just as much as we enjoy theirs. Other
species, such as many different types of whales, mitigate their great power and strength with a
gentle and docile nature witnessed time and time again by marine researchers.
Unfortunately, cetaceans worldwide are susceptible to a great many dangers which threaten to
diminish their numbers – possibly even to extinction. More unfortunate is that these dangers could
be prevented by correct management and protection for these fascinating creatures.

Whaling

In 1986, the International Whaling Commission (IWC) banned
commercial whaling in order to prevent any further damage
to many of the great whale species, such as blue whales,
which at that time were almost hunted to extinction.
Although this moratorium has been largely successful, some
nations have continued to hunt whales using the "scientific
permit" exception made possible under a provision of the
International Convention on the Regulation of Whaling. This
means that whales are still hunted and killed for ‘scientific
research’. Countries that have used this clause – mainly Japan
and Iceland – have been accused of using scientific permits
as a way around the moratorium.

Nowadays, whaling is a hotly debated subject. Pro-whaling countries wish to lift the ban on stocks
that they claim have recovered sufficiently to sustain limited hunting. Anti-whaling countries and
environmental groups say whale species remain vulnerable and that whaling is immoral,
unsustainable, and should remain banned permanently.

By-Catch

The incidental capture (or by-catch) of dolphins and porpoises in fisheries presents one of the most
acute threats to cetaceans in many parts of the world and is responsible for over 300,000 cetacean
deaths per year.
Fishing gear can injure and kill large and cetaceans alike.
The Harbour porpoise is the most vulnerable to by-catch
dangers. However even the powerful sperm whales may
become entangled in nets and drown, or starve to death if
gear becomes wrapped around or embedded in its mouth.
The UN has banned the use of large-scale (larger than
2.5km) driftnets, and the EU has placed a ban on driftnets
of any length. However, these are only partial solutions to a
problem that is the leading factor in the mortality of
numerous cetacean species

Migrating Whales and
Dolphins Information
23 DIFFERENT SPERCIERS

Name

Information

Bryde’s
Whale

Description

Dive

Diving Sequence

Key Facts

3 parallel ridges on head.
Prominent, curved dorsal fin.
Skin may be blotched or
scarred

Irregular dive sequence.
Show heads at surface showing
identifying ridges. Breathing
sequence:3-4 short blows at intervals
of 10-15 minutes, followed by deep
dive for 5-20 minutes.
Narrow, hazy blow (4m).
Tailstock archered when diving and
does not raise fluke when diving.

Least known and in many
ways the most unusual.
Unique for having three
parallel, longitudinal ridges
on its head.
Named after a whaler that
helped build the first
whaling factory in South
Africa in 1909.

Humpback
Whale

Scientific name: Megaptera
novaeangliae
Status: Least Concern
Diet: Shrimp-like krill and
small schooling fish
Length: Adult maximum
male 15, female 16.5m
Weight: 36.000 kg

Stocky body.
Low stubby dorsal fin, sits on
hump.
Long pectoral fins (up to one
third of body length).
Knobs on rostrum and lower
jaw.
Variable black and white
markings on underside of
fluke.

Breathing sequence: 2-3 minutes at
surface, blowing one every 20-30
seconds, followed by deep humpbacked
dive lasting 3-28 minutes.
Blow – wide and busy (3m).
Flukes usually raised before diving,
identified by markings on underside.

The name humpback whale
describes the motion it
makes as it arches its back
out of the water in
preparation for a dive.
It is popular amongst whale
watchers and is known for
its spectacular breaching,
lobtailing, flipper-slapping,
spyhopping, along with its
long varied song.

Blue Whale

Scientific name:
Balaenoptera musculus
Status: Endangered Diet:
Krill
Length: Up to 33m
Weight: 150.000 kg

Mottled blue-grey body
colour.
Tiny, stubby dorsal fin set far
back.
Broad, flattened, U-shaped
head.
Huge blowhole splashguard.
Extremely thick tailstock.

Breathing sequence: Up to 20 shallow
dives at intervals of about 20 seconds,
followed by a longer deeper dive of up
to 30 minutes.
Very tall blow (6-12m).
May raise fluke when diving.

The Blue whale is the largest
living mammal on earth, as
well as among the longest
living mammals, with an
average lifespan of 80-90
years.
It was hunted to the verge of
extinction by whaling, and
can still be found in Japanese
supermarkets.

Name

Information

Description

Dive

Diving Sequence

Key Facts

Fin Whale

Scientific name:
Balaenoptera
physalus
Status: Endangered
Diet: Variety of
schooling fish, krill
and other
crustaceans, and to a
lesser extent squid
Length: 18 – 27m
Weight: 68,000 kg

Asymmetrical
coloration on
head.
Greyish white
chevron.
Small dorsal fin
placed far back on
body.

Top of flat head breaks the
water first.
Breathing sequence: 4-5
shallow dives at intervals of
about 10-20 seconds,
followed by a deep dive of
5-15 minutes.
Blow: single tall column
4-6m.
Rarely raises fluke when
diving.

This species has a rare
characteristic among
mammals, known as
symmetrical
pigmentation, the lower
right jaw is bright white
whilst the lower left jaw
is jet black.
Commercial whaling,
killed nearly 750,000
between 1904-1979 in
the southern
hemisphere.

Northern
Right Whale

Scientific name:
Eubalaena glacialis
Status: Endangered
Diet: Tiny
crustaceans called
copepods, also
sometimes
shrimp-like krill
Length: 11-18m
Weight: 54,000 kg

Black, rotund body.
Broad back with no
dorsal fin.
Irregular white
patches on
underside.
Large head covered in
callosities.
Strongly arched
mouth line.
Large paddle-shaped
flippers.

Breathing sequence:
Cruise at the surface for
5-10 minutes, blowing
roughly once a minute,
followed by a drive for
10-20 minutes.
V-shaped blow.
Usually raises fluke when
diving.

The Right Whale gets its
name from being the
'right' whale to hunt,
due to its slow speed
and the fact that it
floats on surface, even
when dead.
The total number of
mature individuals is
estimated to be around
300 - 600, the eastern
North Atlantic
subpopulation are
critically endangered.

Name
Sei Whale

Minke Whale

Information

Description

Dive

Diving Sequence

Key Facts

Name
Pygmy
Sperm Whale

Dwarf Sperm
Whale

False Killer
Whale

Information

Description

Scientific name: Kogia breviceps
Status:Data Deficient
Distribution: Tropic and
subtropic waters.
Diet: Octopus, squid, fish,
crabs,shrimps.
Lenth: 3 – 4.3 m
Weight: 315 – 450 kg

Square head.
Grey /light grey fading to
a pinkish white underside.
Upper jaw has no teeth.
Light grey/ white bracket
shaped mark behind the
eye.
Dorsal fin is behind the
mid-section of the body

Scientific name: Kogia simus
Status: Data Deficient
Distribution: Tropical to
temperate world waters.
Diet: Deep water squid and
octopus, fish and invertebrates.
Length: 2.6 – 3.4 m
Weight: Less than 300 kg

Dark grey back fading to
white along their sides,
undersIde with
pink/purple blotches.
Light grey/white ‘false gill’
mark behind the eye.
Dorsal fin on centre of
their back.
Head is described to be
‘shark like’.

Scientific name: Pseudorca
crassidens
Status: Data Deficient
Distribution: Worldwide, but
not abundant.
Diet: Primarily fish and squid,
but sometimes attack small
cetaceans.
Length: 3.7 – 6.1 m.
Weight: 920 – 1850 kg

Largely black or dark grey.
White blaze on the
underside between the
flippers.
Has a rounded head.
Dorsal fin is in the middle
of the back.

Diving
Sequence
Depths of at least 300
meters.

Key Facts
When startled they may release a
reddish/brown ink before diving.
Very little is known as they are private and
shy animals, spending most of their time
in deep water.
Found individually or in groups of 3 – 5
animals.

Often difficult to tell apart from the
Pygmy sperm whale.
Shy and private mammals that have been
very rarely seen at sea.
Travels alone or in pods up to 10
individuals.

An average dive depth
of 500 meters.
A maximum dive time
of 53 minutes.

Name

Information

Description

Diving
Sequence

Key Facts

Northern
Bottlenose
Dolphin

Scientific name:
Hyperoondon
ampullatus
Status: Least Concern
Distribution: North
Atlantic ocean.
Diet: Squid, fish and
invertebrates.
Lenth: 5.8 – 9.8 m
Weight: up tp 7,500 kg

Small dorsal fin ¾ down the
body.
Bulbous head with a defined,
creamy yellow beak.
Dark grey fading to a white
underside, growing paler with
age.
Males have 2 small teeth on
the sides of the lower jaw.

Make dives of
depths up to 1000
meters.
Stay under water
for up tp 70
minutes.
Surfaces to breath
roughly every 10
minutes.

Females do not
have any teeth in
their lower jaw

Cuvier’s
Beaked Whale

Scientific name: Ziphius
cavirostris
Status: Least Concern
Distribution: All deep
waters apart from polar
regions.
Diet: Squid and fish.
Length: Up to 7 m.
Weight: Up to 2,500 kg

Its forehead slopes to a short
beak, and its mouth turns
upwards. Adult males have 2
large teeth prodtruding from
the lower jaw.
Its back may be rusty brown or
dark grey and the underside
may be dark brown or black.

They can stay
under water for 40
minutes and dive
as deep as 1000
meters.

They are found in
pods from 2 – 7
individuals.
They generally
avoid boats, but
have been seen
breaching

Name
Striped
Dolphin

Information

Description

Scientfic name: Stenella coeruleoalba
Status: Least Concern
Distribution: Mainly found in tropical and warm temperate
waters.
Diet: Fish, squid, octopus, krill, and other crustaceans
Length: 1,9 – 2,6 m
Weight: 90 – 150 kg

Short
Beaked
Common
Dolphin

Fraser’s
dolphin

Scientific name: Lagenodelphis hosei
Status: Least Concern
Distribution: Deep, tropical waters.
Length: 2 – 2,7 m
Weight: 160 – 210 kg

They have a stocky or chunky body
and a distinct beak.
The dorsal fin is located midway
down it’s back.
The flippers and flukes are small.

Diving
Sequence

Key Facts

Up to depths of 700
meters.

Striped dolphins are some of the
most abundant and widespread
dolphins in the world.
Striped dolphins are usually found
in tight, cohesive groups averaging
between 25 and 100 individuals.
They can often be observed
breaching, "roto-tailing" (a circular
motion using the tail while jumping
out of the water), and will leap up
over 7 m above the surface of the
water.

Up to depths of 200
meters.

Short-beaked dolphins are usually
found in large social groups
averaging hundreds of individuals.
Short-beaked common dolphins are
often active at the surface
displaying various behaviors. These
dolphins are very energitic and will
breach, porpoise and bowride ships
frequently
They will often approach ships and
even large whales to bowride for
long periods of time.

Dive down to depths
of at least 250 to
500 meters.

Fraser’s dolphins are usually found
in large tight groups averaging
between 10 – 100 individuals.
Their swimming behavior is often
described as low-angled, aggressive
and splashy, creating a distinctive
frothy wake.

Name

Information

Description

Diving
Sequence

Key Facts

Rough
Toothed
Dolphin

Scientfic name: Steno bredanensis
Status: Least Concern
Distribution: Mainly deep oceanic waters in warm
temperate, subtropical and tropical waters, worldwide.
Diet: Fish, squid, octopus
Length: 2.1 – 2.7 m
Weight: 100 – 160 kg

Conical shaped head and
slender nose.
The flippers are set back
further along the body than
other similar dolphins.
The lips, throat and belly are
pinky-white.
Their flanks are a light grey and
the back and dorsal fin are a
much darker grey.

Up to depths of 70
meters.

The rough-tooted dolphin is a
gregarious species found in
groups of 10 – 30 on average, as
well as schools of up to 160
dolphins containing up to 8
smaller subgroups.
Fairly large dolphin that can be
found in deep warm, subtropical
and tropical water from the
Western Pacific to the
Mediterranean sea.

Atlantic
Spotted
Dolphin

Scientific name: Stenella frontalis
Status: Data Deficient
Distribution: Only in the Atlantic ocean.
Diet: Many varieties of fish and squid.
Length: 2 – 2.3 m
Weight: 100 – 140 kg

Spots become denser with age.
Dark grey strip on top of the
body and dorsal fin.
Side is a lighter grey stripe and
become lighter on the belly.
Dorsal fin stands half way down
the body.

Dive depths of up
to 60 meters.
Dives can last up
to 6 minutes.

Highly sociable and playful.
Often found with other
cetaceans such as spinner
dolphins.
Can be seen in groups of up to
80 individuals.

Killer
Whale,
Orca

Scientific name: Orcinus orca
Status: Data Deficient
Distribution: Worldwide waters.
Length: 7 – 9 m
Weight: up to 5,500 kg

Black and white body.
Black, tall dorsal fin.
Grey saddle spot behind the
dorsal fin.
A white spot above both eyes.

Can dive up to
depths of 300 m,
but prefer to stay
at about 60 m.
Can remain under
water for up to 15
minutes.
The family often
dive in sync.

Live up to 50 – 80 years, but
females might get older.
Each pod has distinctive noises
that its members will recognize.
All pods use effective,
cooperative hunting
techniques. They are the
largest member of the dolphin
family.

Name
Pantropical
Dolphin

Long Finned
Pilot Whale

Description

Diving
Sequence

Key Facts

Scientfic name: Stenella attenuata
Status: Least Concern
Distribution: The pantropical spotted dolphin is a
widely distributed species, occurring in all oceans
between 40°N and 40°S.
Diet: Small epipelagic fish, squid and crustaceans
Length: 1.6 – 2.5 m
Weight: up to 119 kg

Long, thin noses
Pan-tropical spotted dolphins are
also distinguished by a dark "cape"
or coloration on their backs
stretching from their head to
almost mid-way between the
dorsal fin and the tail flukes and by
a white-tipped beak.
Spots speckle the body of adults.

Typically between 90
to 300 m deep. At
night they dive into
deeper waters to
search for prey.

Has a similar diet as the yellowfin
tuna.
Newborn calves are unspotted
Pantropical spotted dolphins often
occur in groups of several hundred
to one thousand animals.
This ocean mammal is a fast
swimmer that often engages in a
range of aerial acrobatics and will
frequently ride the bow waves of
boats, except for in tuna fishing
grounds where it has learnt to avoid
vessels.

Scientific name: Globicephala melas
Status: Data Deficient
Distribution: Found in cold temperate to sub-polar
waters of both hemispheres.
Diet: Fish, squid, octopus and crustaceans.
Length: 3 – 7.6 m
Weight: 2,300 kg

A stocky, sturdy body.
Their head has a large bulbous or
squarish melon.
The broad-base low-profile dorsal
fin is thick, very curved, lobed and
located about a third of the body
length behind the head.

Dive up to 500
metres.

Commonly seen in tight, sociable
pods and sub-groups (usually
containing more females than
males) numbering usually 10-20
individuals.
Most feeding occurs at night in
deep water between depths of
200-500 m.
In comparison to other delphinids,
pilot whales have very few teeth
(16-26 peg-like teeth in each jaw),
which may be an evolutionary
adaptation to consuming large
amounts of soft squid.

Information

Sea Birds around Tenerife
MOST COMMON AND LEAST COMMON

Common seabirds of Tenerife
Tenerife is a perfect environment for breeding seabirds as it has many cliffs, slopes and
ravines. The species listed here are the commonest you’ll see from the whale-watching boats
A few others breed on the island too (Macaronesian Shearwater and Bulwer’s Petrel) but are
less common close to the shore. The least common species on the back of this page are
either migratory species or simply less numerous in numbers around the island.

•

Cory’s Shearwater

•

Yellow-legged Gull

Adult

Distinctive features :
- long, thin wings
- wings and back brown,
underside white
- yellow bill with dark tip
- usually seen
« skimming » just above
water surface
Distinctive features:
- adults have yellow legs
and bill (with red dot) and
light grey plumage on
wings and back
- juveniles greyish-brown
plumage all over, dark bill,
pink legs

•

Grey Heron

Distinctive features:
- grey wings and back,
white neck
- long neck (« folded in »
during flight) and legs
- black streak above eye
- yellow bill and legs
- common near fish farms

•

Little Egret

Distinctive features:
- white plumage all over
- long neck (« folded in »
during flight) and legs
- black bill and legs, yellow
toes
- smaller than Grey Heron
- common near fish farms

Juvenile

Least common seabirds
•

Lesser Black-backed Gull
- very similar to Yellow-legged

Gull, but adult has darker grey
wings and back and slightly
smaller in size

•

Macaronesian Shearwater

•

Bulwer’s Petrel
- similar shape to
Cory’s shearwater
but dark plumage
all around, even
bill
- longer tail and
wings
- breeds on the
island of Tenerife

- similar shape and
plumage to Cory’s
Shearwater but
black above and
dark, slender bill
- white around eye
- breeds on the
island of Tenerife

European Storm Petrel

•

•

Sandwich Tern

- black cap with slight
crest
- bill has yellow tip
- juv. and winter adult has
white forehead

•

- very small black bird
- white rump

•

- unmistakeable fish-eating
bird of prey
- big tallons
- a few pairs live on the
island and can be seen
near fish farms

Black-headed gull

- adult has black head in summer
- red bill and legs
- juvenile has ginger-brown plumage

Adult summer plumage

Adult winter plumage

Osprey

Juvenile

Sea Turtles
IDENTIFICATION GUIDE AND FACTS
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Name

Information

Description

Key Facts

Atlantic Green Turtle

Latin Name: Chelonia mydas
Status: Endangered
Distribution: tropical and subtropical
Diet: Mostly herbivores, various sea grass
Length: Up to 5ft (1.5m)
Weight: Up to 237kg

Their common name derives from
the green fat underneath their shell.
Dorsoventrally-flattened body
covered by a large teardrop-shaped
carapace and a pair of large, paddle
like flippers.

During the turtles first two
years of life its diet consists
mainly of jelly fish.
The turtles can dive for
about 4 to 5 minutes and
surface breath for 1 to 3
seconds.
Rest or sleep underwater
for several hours at a time

Atlantic Loggerhead
Turtle

Latin Name: Caretta caretta
Status: Endangered
Distribution: All but the coldest waters
Diet: Molluscs, crustaceans, jelly fish,
crabs, shrimp
Length: 3.5 feet (1.1m)
Weight: 100kg

Their shell is a reddish brown and the
colour of their skin is a brownish
yellow. They are named for their
disproportionately large heads.

They live over 50 years in
the wild. They can move
through the water at speeds
of up to 15mph.
Mature females will often
return, sometimes over
thousands of miles, to the
beach where they hatched
to lay their eggs

Latin Name: Eretmochelys imbricata
Status: Critically Endangered
Distribution: Indian, Pacific and Atlantic
oceans
Diet: Sponges, feed on algae, jellyfish and
sea anemones
Length: Between 0.5 and 1.07m
Weight: Up to 127kg

Young hawksbill turtles have a heartshaped carapace. As these turtles
mature, their carapaces become
more elongated. Their heads have
two pairs of prefrontal scales. They
also have two claws on each of their
forelimbs.

Mating occurs roughly every
2 to 3 years.
The normal lifespan of a
Hawksbill turtle is thought
to be about 30-50 years

Hawksbill Turtle
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Name
Leatherback Turtle

Kemp’s Ridley Turtle

Information

Description

Key Facts

Latin Name: Dermochelys coriacea
Status: Critically Endangered
Distribution: tropical and temperate
oceans
Diet: Invertebrates, jellyfish, small
crustaceans, fish and sea urchins
Length: Up to 2 meters
Weight: Up to 500kg

The turtle’s colouration is a
uniform black splashed with clear
blotches, with orange tones
around the head.
The pectoral flippers are very long
and the juveniles have very few
scales.
The head possesses a mouth in
the form of a W.

The turtle’s pectoral
flippers act as radiators,
allowing them to stand
colder temperatures.
These turtles can capture
jellyfish up 1000m deep
and can dive up to 1230m
Can travel at speeds of up
to 9.8 meters per second
in the water.

Latin Name: Lepidochelys kempli
Status: Critically Endangered
Distribution: tropical and temperate
waters
Diet: Crabs, molluscs, shrimp, jellyfish
and vegetation
Length: Up to 0.75m
Weight: Up to 50kg

Shell is an almost circular shape
and is an olive, green/ grey colour.
Its underside is a creamy colour
and body a pale green.

Rarest sea turtle
The smallest sea turtle
Nearly all the females
return to the same beach
each year for nesting.

Other Marine Animals
RAYS, SHARKS AND FISH
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Latin Name: Dasyatis pasinaca
Status: Not yet assessed
Distribution: Eastern Atlantic
Diet: Bottom living animals, fish,
crustacean, molluscs
Length: 2.5m
Wing Span: 1.4m
Weight: Up to 200kg

Rounded angles to the wings and
straight front edges. Small pointed
snout and long tail.
One or more toothed spines on the tail
a third of the way down.
Grey, brown, reddish or olive on the
upper side.
Underside is whitish with dark edges.

Prefer to stay above 60m but
can dive to 200m.
Likes calm, shallow waters.
They are venomous.
Lashes out with its tail when
its disturbed.

Manta Ray

Latin Name: Manta birostris
Status: Vulnerable
Distribution: Tropical and sub tropical
waters
Diet: Shrimp and plankton, occasionally
eating small fish
Length: Up to 7.5m
Wing Span: 6 – 9m
Weight: 1,350kg

Triangular pectoral ‘wings’
Paddle like lobes extending in front of
their mouths
Dark on the upper side, greyish – blue
and brown.
Pale underside
Each has individual blotches and scars.

Seen very near to the surface
or in mid-water columns.
Been recorded down to 30m.
The next largest marine
species following whales and
the whale shark.
Have been seen to
breach/jump out of the
water.
Tend to be solitary.

Eagle Ray

Latin Name: Aetobatus narinari
Status: Near threatened
Distribution: Tropical world waters
Diet: Bivalves, shrimp, crabs, annelids,
octopus, whelks and small fish
Length: Up to 5m
Wing Span: Up to 3m
Weight: 230kg

Flattened body with triangular corners
to the wing-like pectoral fins.
A rounded snout with a pointed tip,
resembling a bird’s beak.
Long whip like tail with 2–6 spines.
Upper side is black/blue with white
spots.
Underside is creamy/ white.

Normally around 10-30m
down over stony or sandy
ground.
Has been reported at 100m.
Ambush their pray and stuns
them with powerful electric
shock.
Is nocturnal.
Buries itself during the day
with only its eyes visible.

Common Stingray

Information
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Marbled Electric Ray

Latin Name: Torpedo marmorata
Status: Not yet assessed
Distribution: Atlantic ocean and British
isles
Diet: Bottom dwelling crustaceans and
fish
Length: Up to 1m
Wing Span: up to 60cm
Weight: 35- 45kg

Upper side is dark brown/ red/
golden with light coloured patterns
or circles.
Cream underside.
Round dish like shape.
Short thin tail with large fin.
Two rounded dorsal fins located
closely together on the tail.

Normally round at 10-30m
down over sandy or stony
ground. Has been reported
at 100m. Ambush their pray
and stuns them with
powerful electric shock.
Is Nocturnal.
Buries itself during the day
with only its eyes visible.

Smooth Butterfly Ray

Latin Name: Gymnura Micrura
Status: Data Deficient
Distribution: Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf
of Mexico
Diet: Bottom-living invertedbrates and
fishes
Length: 0.9 to 1.2m
Wing Span: Up to 1.4m
Weight: Around 50kg

Diamond-shaped ray.
Very short tail lacking a dorsal spine.
Upper surface grey, brown, light
green or purple with round spots.
Lower surface is white.

Average depth of 40cm.
Has the ability to adapt its
colour to the ocean floor.
Has 8 or 9 rows of teeth,
which work simultaneously.

Latin Name: Gymnura altavela
Status: Vulnerable
Distribution: Western and eastern
Atlantic Ocean
Diet: Fishes, crustaceans, molluscs and
plankton
Length: Up to 2m
Wing Span: Up to 4m
Weight: Up to 60kg

Intricate light brown, dark brown and
creamy white patterns.
Larger irregular circles with white
fringes.
White, pink or cream underside.
Small tail with one or two tail stings.

Dives to depths of 100m.
Normally in shallow coastal
waters.
Females stay in deeper
water, moving inshore to
swallow water to breed.
Spots and patterns develop
with age.

Spiny Butterfly Ray
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Angel shark
(Squatina squatina)

Order: Animalia
Family: Squatinidae
Genus: Squatina
Length: 244cm
Weight: 27k g
Habitat: The angel shark occurs in temperate waters,
over mud or sand, from coasts and estuaries to depths
of over 150 metres.
Distribution: The angel shark occurs in the northeastern Atlantic. Historically, its range extended from
Norway to Mauritania, the Canary Islands,
Mediterranean and Black Sea. However it has now
vanished from some areas, and is uncommon in the
remainder of its range and can be found from near the
coast to a depth of 150 m (490 ft)

With its exceptionally flat body and large pectoral fins,
it resembles a large ray more than a shark. Its skin is
grey to reddish or greenish-brown, scattered with small
white spots and blackish dots. Young angel sharks may
also have white net-like markings and large, dark
blotches, whilst adults are plainer. The dorsal fins have a
dark leading edge and a pale trailing edge. It possesses
simple, whisker-like projections near the nostrils, (nasal
barbels), which are used to taste and feel. Large, round
eyes with vertical slit pupils provide good all-round
vision, enabling the angel shark to be an efficient
ambush predator.

IUCN Conservation Status: Critically Endangered (CR)
Diet: The critically endangered angel shark is nocturnal,
and spends its days lying buried in the mud or sand
with just its eyes protruding. From this position it can
ambush its prey, and will burst out at a startling speed
to engulf flatfishes, skates, crustaceans or molluscs.
Threats: Small numbers caught are utilised for human
consumption, and possibly also used for oil and
fishmeal. As they lie on the bottom, angel sharks are
particularly vulnerable to by-catch in trawl fisheries.
Did you know?: Angel sharks have declined
dramatically, and have even been declared extinct in
the North Sea.

Blue shark
(Prionace glauca)

Order: Carcharhiniformers
Family: Carcharhiniformes
Genus: Prionace
Length: 3.83m
Weight: M:41kg / F: 138kg
Habitat: pelagic species occurring in the open
ocean near the surface, inhabiting slightly
deeper, cooler waters when in tropical
environments .May venture inshore, especially
at night.
Distribution: Most wide-ranging and one of the
most abundant of all shark species, occurring in
temperate and tropical waters A migratory
species, they periodically travel clockwise
around the Atlantic, seemingly riding the Gulf
Stream to Europe and the coasts of West
Africa.

Easily identified by its beautifully coloured
slender body, which is a deep indigo-blue across
the back, shading to a vibrant blue on the sides,
and paling to white underneath. This shark has
large eyes, triangular teeth, a conical snout,
long pectoral fins and a second dorsal fin much
smaller than the first. While its elongated caudal
fin provides swimming power, its sleek, tapered
body makes it a graceful mover.

IUCN Conservation Status: Near-threatened
(NT)
Diet: Feed upon relatively small prey, such as
bony fish and squid, but will also take larger
prey including mammalian carrion..
Threats: Destruction of its wetland habitat for
farming and avian influenza; the use of
chemicals in intensive farming, as the little
egret’s diet consists largely of freshwater fish
which may contain the poisonous chemicals
there is a high risk of bioaccumulation and
consequent absorption through the food chain.
Did you know?: They are one of the most
heavily fished sharks in the world. With an
estimated 10 to 20 million individuals caught and
killed each year.

Smooth hammerhead
(Sphyrna zygaena)

Order: Carcharhiniformers
Family: Sphyrnidae
Genus: Sphyrna
Length: 2.5-3.5m
Weight: 400kg (Max)
Distribution: Widespread in temperate and
tropical waters, including the Atlantic, Pacific
and Indian Oceans and the Mediterranean and
Black Seas. Migrates to cooler waters in
summer
Threats: Rarely fished intentionally, but may be
used for its liver oil in vitamins, its fins for shark
fin soup in Asia, its hide for leather and the
carcass is used as fishmeal

A member of a large and easily recognisable
group of sharks, the smooth hammerhead can
be distinguished from the other hammerhead
species by the single notch in the centre of its
hammer-shaped head. The eyes are located at
either end of the hammer, and the particularly
arched mouth is in line with the trail edge of the
head. Olive-grey above and white below, the
smooth hammerhead has a tall and sickleshaped first dorsal fin and plain pectoral
fins with black tips

Diet: Hunt bony fish, small sharks and stingrays
and are known to be cannibalistic on occasion.
When inshore, their diet consists mainly of
skates and stingrays.
Habitat: Preferring shallow waters usually found
inshore over continental shelves, or in bays and
estuaries. It may also be found well offshore in
deeper waters, particularly when migrating.
Did you know?: The hammer-shaped head is
thought to be a mechanism to spread out the
ampullae of Lorenzini – sensory organs that
detect electric currents, chemicals in the water,
and temperature changes
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Mako shark
(Squatina squatina)

Order: Lamniformes
Family: Lamnidae
Genus: Isurus
Length: 4m
Weight: 570kg
Habitat: usually pelagic, but can sometimes be
found close inshore. Although normally
occupying surface waters down to around 150
metres, this shark has been recorded at depths of
up to 740 metres.
Distribution: Tropical and temperate waters
worldwide.
Diet: variety of fishes, such as swordfish, tuna,
mackerel, cod, sea bass, and even other sharks,

The shortfin mako also has a heat exchange
circulatory system that enables the body to be
warmer than surrounding water, and thus maintain a
high level of activity. This large, stream-lined shark
has a distinctively crescent-shaped caudal fin, a long,
conical snout, large black eyes and razor-sharp,
blade-like teeth. The upper body is a brilliant metallic
blue, while the underside is snow-white, with older,
larger specimens tending to be darker with reduced
white areas. Juveniles are therefore generally paler
than adults, and also differ by possessing a clear
black mark on the tip of their snout. The shortfin
mako can be distinguished from the only other mako
shark, the longfin mako (Isurus paucus), not only by
having shorter pectoral fins, but also by the whit

IUCN Conservation Status: Vulnerable (VU)
Threats: Caught both by targeted fisheries and as
significant bycatch, being the major bycatch component
of tuna and swordfish fisheries. The species’ is valued for
its high-quality meat, its fins are marketed for shark-fin
soup in the Far East, and its liver oil is extracted to make
vitamins. The jaws and teeth are also sold as ornaments
and trophies, and the hides may be processed into
leather.
Did you know?: Believed to be the fastest-swimming of all
sharks, thought to be capable of attaining bursts of speed
of up to 35 kilometres per hour.

Whale shark
(Rhincodon typus)

Order: Chondrichthyes
Family: Rhincodontidae
Genus: Rhincodon
Length: 9-12m
Weight: 12,500kg
Habitat: Inhabits shallow coastal areas as well as
the open ocean. This species prefers warm water,
between 21° to 30°C, but can tolerate water
temperatures experienced on deep dives (over
1,000 m) as low as 3°C.
Distribution: Found throughout the world's
oceans in temperate and tropical waters, the
whale shark most commonly occurs in a global
band around the equator between 30° to 40°
latitude.

The largest fish in the world; the head is flattened
and the wide mouth, positioned at the tip of the
snout, stretches almost as wide as the body.
The dorsal fin is particularly large and the tail has a
half-moon shape. The patterning of the body is very
distinctive with its dark greyish-blue colour on the
back and sides, and array of pale yellow blotches; the
under surface is pale. Stout ridges travel the length
of the body, ending at the tail shaft.

Diet: Feed on planktonic organisms and small fish by
suction filter-feeding This species is thought to be a more
dynamic filter-feeder.
IUCN Conservation Status: Vulnerable (VU)
Threats: Fished throughout their range, and their flesh is
highly valued in some Asian markets. The recent increase
in the demand for shark-fin soup threatens this species; in
1999, a large whale shark fin sold for around £11,000.
Did you know?: Five massive gill slits occur on the side of
the head and within these there is a sieve like structure of
cartilage. Curiously, the mouth contains around 300 tiny
teeth although the function of these is unknown

Order: Chondrichthyes
Family: Lamnidae
Genus: Isurus
Length: 4.17m
Weight: 470kg
Habitat: Very little is known, but generally
remains in the upper mesopelagic zone (200 to
1000 m depth) during the day and ascends into
the epipelagic zone (surface to 200m) at night.
Distribution: Occurring in all tropical and warm
waters worldwide. Widespread range, however,
due to the secretive nature of this species, it is
rarely encountered, and consequently, its exact
distribution is unclear.

A little known, elusive shark, the longfin mako is a
large, powerful, oceanic predator. With a long,
pointed snout, a large dorsal fin and broad pectoral
fins, the body of the longfin mako is streamlined for
efficient movement through the water. Physically
similar to the more common and closely related
shortfin mako (Isurus oxyrinchus), the longfin mako is
distinguished by conspicuous eyes, a conical snout, a
more slender body and, as its common name
suggests, comparatively longer fin. The mouth is
armed with an array of sharply pointed, serrated
teeth that protrude from the jaw, giving the shark a
fearsome appearance.

Diet: Consists mainly of small, schooling bony fishes and
squids.
IUCN Conservation Status: VU (Vulnerable)
Threats: Serious concerns that longfin mako populations
are further threatened by bycatch in
tropical pelagic longline fisheries for tuna and swordfish.
Driven by the demand for shark fins in SE Asia, the fins
removed, with the remaining carcass thrown overboard .
Did you know?: An ovoviviparous shark, developing
offspring consume unfertilised eggs in the mother’s
uterus, resulting in a litter of two to eight well developed
live young, measuring between 90 and 95 cm at birth.

Longfin mako
(Isurus paucus)
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Barracuda – Sphyraena
viridensis

Trumpet fish – Aulostomus strigosus

Lizard fish – Synodonus
synodonus

Dusky grouper – Epinephelus guaza

Blacktail comber – Serranus atricauda

Guelly jack – Pseudocaranx
dentex
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Amber jack – Seriola dumerili

White sea bream – Diplodus sargus
cadenati

Zebra bream – Diplodus cervinus cervinus

Striped grunt – Parapristipoma
octolineatum

Atlantic damsel fish – Chromis limbata

Ornate wrasse – Thalassoma pavo
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Parrot fish – Sparisoma cretense

Grey trigger fish – Balistes carolinensis

Starry weever – Trachinus radiatus

Sharpnose puffer fish – Canthigaster rostrata

Wide eyed flounder – Bothus podas maderensis

Red scorpion fish – Scorpaena scrofa

Sea horse – Hippocampus ramulosus

Greater weever – Trachinus draco

Canary Scorpion fish – Scorpaena canariensis
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Red lipped blenny - Ophioblennius macclurei

Rainbow wrasse – Coris julis

Cardinal fish – Apogon imberbis

Yellow triple fin - Enneapterygius abeli

Garfish – Belone belone

Bogue – Boops boops

Rock goby - Gobius paganellus

Glass eye – Heteropriacanthus cruentatus

Salema – Sarpa salpa
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Blue fin damselfish – Abudefduf luridus

Spotfin burrfish - Chilomycterus reticulatus

Planehead Filefish – Stephanolepsis hispidus

Bandtail puffer fish- Sphoeroides spengleri

Scrawled filefish - Aluterus scriptus

Porcupine fish – Chilomycterus atringa

Research
PHOTO IDENTIFICATION AND DATA SHEETS

Photo Identification
Monitoring Methods (Navy)
-

Underwater acoustic technologies
● Hydrophones
● HARP Datalogger

-

Satellite tracking system (pop-up tag →
used to record movement just like the
positioning tag)

-

-

In-water hydrophones installed into the sea
floor for monitoring calls from a variety of
mammal species (record underwater
sounds)
Tagging methods like satellite tags/dive
behaviour tags to look at animal distribution

-

Annual surveys to detect and observe
during certain activities

-

Graphic monitoring using to better
understand the relationship between
marine mammals and their environment

Behaviour Monitoring Methods
-

Videos are a main method of monitoring
marine mammals behaviour as it let’s them
record new extraordinary behaviours even
when people aren’t physically watching (it
also let’s you research it multiple times)
• Bubbles: SeaWorld, Orlando
• First one did it, then the rest learned
from the first dolphin

-

Ethograms: a catalogue or table of all the
different kinds of behaviour or activities
observed in an animal

-

First some sort of camera is set to record
the marine behaviour over a certain period
of time

-

Retrieve the footage

-

Watch the footage and create an ethogram
for each species seen in the video

-

Identify them by enlarging the picture on
their high tech computers and softwares

-

Note it down on their date - update any
new info about each individual

-

17 new individuals are spotted - note them
down too

-

Double check to make sure it is not a
labelled identified already

Our Petitions
VAQUITA

• Solo quedan 60 vaquitas en el mundo, se van a extinguir si no
tomamos medidas inmediatamente.

VAQUITA

• Esta especie vive solo en el Golfo de California, México.
• Ellos quedan atrapados en las redes de enmalle para la pesca ilegal
de totoaba, la vejiga de totoaba se vende en el mercado asiático
como afrodisiaco. Ellos mueren lenta y dolorosamente por asfixia
(por no poder respirar).
• Esta petición se dirige al gobierno mexicano para prohibir las redes
de enmalle y crear una zona de refugio para la vaquita marina.

• A menos que se eliminen las redes de enmalle la extinción de la
vaquita marina y la totoaba(pez en peligro de extinción) es
inevitable.
SALVEMOS LA VAQUITA MARINA DE
LA EXTINCIÓN PORFAVOR FIRMA LA
PETICIÓN.

•

Only 60 vaquita porpoise are left in the world. They face
extinction if immediate action isn’t taken.

•

This species lives solely in the Gulf of California, Mexico.

•

They decline is due to the catch by gillnets aimed for totoabas,
which meats is sold illegally in the Asian market as
aphrodisiac. They die slowly and painfully due to suffocation
(inability to breath).

•

This petition is addressed to the Mexican government to ban
gillnets and to create a vaquita refuge.

•

Alternatives include the use of trawl net that allow vaquitas to
escape from it.

PLEASE SAVE VAQUITA PORPOISES
FROM EXTINCTION BY SIGNING THIS
PETITION.

• Solo 60 individui di vaquita, anche chiamata focena del Golfo di
California sono rimasti in tutto il mondo. Rischiano l'estinzione se
non si interviene immediatamente.
• Questa specie vive esclusivamente nel Golfo di California,
Messico.
• Il declino è dovuto alla cattura da reti da posta mirate per Totoaba,
le quali carni vengono vendute illegalmente nel mercato asiatico
come afrodisiaco. Muoiono lentamente e dolorosamente per
soffocamento (incapacità di respirare).

• Il ne reste que 60 vaquitas dans le monde entier. Si aucune action
n’est menée, il sont voués à une extinction certaine.
• Cette espèce réside uniquement dans le Golfe de Californie au
Mexique.
• Leur déclin est causé par la pêche au filet maillant des totoabas, un
poisson dont la viande est vendue illégalement sur le marché Asiatique
comme aphrodisiaque. En effet, les vaquitas sont aussi capturés dans
les filets et meurent lentement et péniblement par suffocation.

• Questa petizione è indirizzata al governo messicano di vietare reti
da posta e di creare un rifugio per questa specie.

• Cette pétition est adressée au gouvernement mexicain afin de bannir les
pratiques de pêche au filet maillant et de créer un refuge pour les
vaquitas.

• Alternative includono l'uso di reti da traino che permettono alle
vaquita di fuggire.

• L’utilisation de chaluts est une des alternatives proposées car ce type de
pêche permet aux vaquitas de s'échapper.

AIUTATECI A SALVARE LE VAQUITA DALL’
ESTINZIONE FIRMANDO QUESTA PETIZIONE.

S’IL VOUS PLAIT SAUVEZ LES VAQUITAS DE
L’EXTINCTION EN SIGNANT CETTE PETITION.

•Er zijn nog maar 60 californische bruinvissen over in de wereld. Ze zullen uitsterven als er niet onmiddellijk actie wordt ondernomen.
•De californische bruinvis leeft alleen in de Golf van Californië, Mexico.
•De daling van het aantal wordt veroorzaakt door kieuwnetten die bedoelt zijn voor ombervissen, wiens vlees illegaal wordt verkocht op
de Aziatische markt. De bruinvissen raken verstrikt in deze netten en sterven langzaam en pijnlijk als gevolg van verstikking.
•Deze petitie is gericht tot de Mexicaanse regering om kieuwnetten te verbieden en een toevluchtsoord voor de bruinvissen te creëren.
•Een alternatief is het gebruik van sleepnetten waar de bruinvissen uit kunnen ontsnappen.
RED DE CALIFORNISCHE BRUINVIS VAN UITSTERVEN DOOR HET ONDERTEKENEN
VAN DEZE PETITIE

Conservation Issues
IUCN RED LIST AND CONSERVATION ISSUES

IUCN - RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES
26 WHALES AND DOLPHINS OF THE CANARY ISLANDS

Data Deficient

Least Concern

Long Fin Pilot Whale
Short Fin Pilot Whale
Atlantic Spotted Dolphins
Brydes Whale
Killer Whale
True’s Beaked Whale
Pygmy Sperm Whale
Gerval’s Beaked Whale
Dware Sperm Whale
False Killer Whale
Northern Bottlenose Whale
Blainville’s Beaked Whale

Bottlenose Dolphin
Common Dolphin
Striped Dolphin
Northern Right Whale
Fraser’s Dolphin
Pantropical Spotted Dolphin
Curvier’s Beaked Whale
Minke Whale
Rough-Toothed Dolphin
Risso’s Dolphin

Vulnerable

Endangered

Sperm Whale

Fin Whale
Blue Whale
Sei Whale

HISTORY OF WHALING




HUNTING
•

Whaling is prehistoric, oldest
archaeological evidence shows 1000 BC
oldest method: beach them, spear them
with a harpoon with some type of float
attached until they fire



harpoon thrown by hand, eroded to cannon
harpoon with steel cable and steam
powered winch



whaling ships now can process meat and
blubber on ship



oldest method used to hunt small
cetaceans like pilot whales, Beluga,
Porpoises and Narwhales

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

MOST CRITICALLY ENDANGERED
Right whale
Blue whale
Narwhale
Grey whale
Bowhead

•
•
•

MOST HUNTED SPECIES
most hunted whales are common
mink and Antarctic mink
they are the smallest specie of
Baleen whale
population: 103,000 in north
Atlantic
used to not be targeted because of
low oil supply
targeted because of decline of other
species

WHALE HUNTING NOTIONS
It began in countries like Norway and
Japan
Basque were the first to catch them
commercially
Other countries include Canada,
Iceland and Korea
Whaling has been in Japan since the
7th C AD
Norway made first successful cannon
harpoon

BY CATCH

•

By-catching is the greatest threat to cetaceans

•

Driftnets are fishing nets that can span up to several kilometres long
vertically in the water; a potential death trap to air breathing
mammals that need to surface to breathe, for example cetaceans

•

For over 20 years the United Nations have banned the use of driftnets
longer than 2.5km long in international waters and the EU banned
driftnets of any size altogether, however illegal activity still goes on
undeterred

•

The effect of illegal drift-netting is detrimental to the remaining
numbers of cetaceans, causing unnecessary suffering and death by
carelessness. There is no ocean absent from this on going serious
issue

•

The World Conservation Union (IUCN) recognizes by catch as one of
the greatest threats to the survival of cetacean populations.

•

Wherever there is fishing, there is bycatch.

•

By catch is the incidental capture of non-target
species such as dolphins, marine turtles and
seabirds

•

Species such as the vaquita from the Gulf of
California and Maui’s dolphin from New Zealand face
extinction if the threat of unselective fishing gear is
not eliminated.

•

The only way to save the vaquitas from extinction is
if the Mexican government bans all fishermen within
vaquita habitat

•

Solutions do exist, such as modifying fishing gear so
that fewer non-target species are caught or can
escape

CAPTIVITY

•

•

The very nature of these animals makes them
uniquely unsuited to confinement. In the wild,
whales and dolphins live in large groups (called
pods), often in tight family units. Family bonds often
last many years. In some species, they last for a
lifetime

This unnatural situation can cause skin problems. In
addition, in captive killer whales (orcas), it is the
probable cause of dorsal fin collapse, as without the
support of water, gravity pulls these tall appendages
over as the whale matures.

•

The stress of captivity weakens the immune system, making
captive cetaceans more susceptible to disease

•

Most aquariums have no intentions of ever releasing
cetacean back into the wild, and a tiny percentage of their
profits goes to conservation

•

Whales and dolphins have strong family bonds, which are
lost when they are separated in captivity

•

Orca’s estimated maximum lifespan in captivity is 60 to 70
years for males and 80 to over 100 for females

•

Orcas in the wild have an average life expectancy of 30 to 50
years

•

Whales and dolphins are always swimming, even when they
"sleep"

•

They are "voluntary breathers," conscious of every breath
they take

•

They are always aware and always moving

NOISE POLLUTION


Any sound that is undesirable or unwanted may be
defined as noise



Noise is a result of human activity from road vehicles,
air traffic and railways, work processes, and personal
activities



Noise can be frustrating and harmful to our wellbeing



Noise in oceans: ocean floor sounds, propeller noise,
ship traffic, sonar communication



Excessive or prolonged noise can cause behavioral
changes that interfere with the health and survival of
the animals



There are currently no accepted international
standards regarding noise pollution in our seas

EFFECTS: Noise can have a negative effect on humans, domestic
and wild animals, ecological systems, buildings and other
structures
•
•
•

•
•
•

Loss of food habitats if animals are driven away
Animals tend not to reproduce, which threatens their survival
Other effects include duodenal ulcers, atrophy of the thymus
gland, and changes to adrenal glands.
Reduced migration of some animals (e.g. birds)
Noise disturbs feeding and breeding patterns of some
animals and has been identified as a contributing factor of
the extinction of some species (marine life)
In the oceans: many animal species rely on sound to
communicate, navigate, and monitor their surroundings

CAUSES:
Sources of noise: appliances (TV, music, traffic, aircrafts…)

SOLUTIONS:
• Noise control is most effective if it can reduce noise at the source
• We can prevent noise at its source by enforcing noise regulations and imposing tougher
penalties

POLLUTION
•

Over 80% of marine pollution comes from land-based
activities

•

Most of the waste we produce on land eventually reaches
the oceans, either through deliberate dumping or from runoff through drains and rivers

•

Dolphins living in an area heavily impacted by the 2010
Deepwater Horizon oil spill show higher incidences of lung
disease, hormonal abnormalities, and other health effects

•

Studies of whale and dolphin tissues from around the world
show significant levels of persistent organic pollutants
(POPs) and endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs). In some
cases, levels of these chemicals are high enough to cause
damage to both reproductive and immune systems

•

There is strong evidence that seismic and navy sonar have
caused trauma and death in some species of cetaceans

•

Although it is rare to see a whale covered in oil, whales are
affected by oil spills, they often suffer indirect consequence
of the spill and their numbers decrease significantly

“Marine pollution occurs when harmful, or
potentially harmful, effects result from the entry
into the ocean of chemicals, particles, industrial,
agricultural and residential waste, noise, or the
spread of invasive organisms. Most sources of
marine pollution are land based. The pollution
often comes from nonpoint sources such as
agricultural runoff, wind-blown debris and dust.”

•
•
•
•
•

Oil spills
Fertilizers
Sea of garbage
Sewage Disposal
Toxic chemicals

OVERFISHING
•

Overfishing = catching fish faster
than they can reproduce

•

When one kind of fish is no longer plentiful, fishermen may move on
to new species

•

Urgent issue and is one of the
biggest threats to ocean
ecosystems

•

Scientists have documented a gradual transition in fisheries landings
over the last few decades from high-level predators such as tuna and
cod, to species lower in the food web, like crabs, sardines and squid
(called "fishing down the food web”)

•

Today, 90 percent of the world's
fisheries are either fully exploited,
over-exploited or have collapsed

•

Since these lower-level species are often important prey for other fish,
as well as seabirds and marine mammals, their removal impacts
species throughout the ecosystem

GLOBAL WARMING – CLIMATE CHANGE
•

As a direct result of global warming the average temperature
of the Earth’s atmosphere has increased by 0.8°C

•

Two thirds of the increase have occurred alone since 1980,
emphasizing the rapid temperature rise is detrimental to the
earth’s oceans and the cetaceans who reside there; the
increase in temperature can cause food depletion, habitat
degeneration and migratory species interference.

Atlantic Whale Foundation
Nature Code
ENGLISH AND SPANISH

CODIGO DE CONDUCTA
6 elementos clave para proveedores de Turismo Responsible:
❖ Respeto
por la naturaleza visitada y el medio ambiente
\\\\\\\
Nuestra investigación, a bordo de los barcos de observación de ballenas, muestra claramente la
dramática mejora en la experiencia de observación de ballenas (para las ballenas) después de la
introducción de regulaciones. Ademas, nuestra investigación muestra que los barcos de
avistamiento de ballenas con la bandera azul siguen cumpliendo con las regulaciones impuestas.
Sin embargo, nuestra investigación también muestra muy claramente que la creciente incidencia de
la actividad de barcos ilegales está causando u gran malestar a las ballenas.
❖ Respeto a los turistas. La calidad de la experiencia para los turistas en los barcos de
observacion de ballenas, incluyendo su salud, seguridad y el conocimiento adquirido, es el mejor
que se pueda dar. La industria de observación de ballenas en Tenerife es buen un ejemplo de
"mejor práctica" para el mundo, en este sentido. En los barcos legales, la experiencia del cliente -su
salud y seguridad, la formación y la calidad del personal- es insuperable.
❖ Contribuccion a la comunidad local. En Tenerife, la mayor parte de la tripulación de los barcos
procede de la antigua comunidad pesquera; los barcos han proporcionado un medio de para que
éstos puedan continuar su trabajo en el mar. Por esta misma razon, la industria debe estar
inmensamente orgullosa. Además, muchas de las embarcaciones en las que trabajamos
proporcionan un acceso altamente subsidiado a los niños de la localidad; otra vez, estamos
inmensamente orgullosos. Los voluntarios de AWF en los barcos de observación de ballenas
alcanzan un nivel global.
❖ Contribucion a la investigacion. AWF ha sido privilegiado por sus voluntarios por poder llevar
acabo nuestra investigación en los barcos de observación de ballenas durante aproximadamete 25
años. Durante estos años, hemos reunido unas bases de datos a nivel mundial sobre las
comunidades de las ballenas piloto y de los delfines mulares, ademas de otras especies migratorias
que pasan por esta zona. Conocemos a estos animales como individuos dentro de grupos familiars,
con sus responsabilidades sociales y las funciones sociales. Hemos utilizado estos datos para poder
proporcionar materiales educativos; la pagina web de TES, es una de las mejores en cuanto a los
recursos proporcionados para maestros del mundo (a distiancia). Ha tenido cientos de miles de
descargas de material didáctico,y por nuestra parte, distribuimos cientos de miles de folletos
educativos gratuitos y asistimos regularmente La Conferencia Europea de Cetáceos (ECS),
presentando nuestros hallazgos. Este año vamos a exponer sobre el impacto de barcos ilegales en
la comunidad de cetaceos en Tenerife.

❖ Contribucion a la conservacion del medio ambiente. La manera por la cual
la industria de observacion de ballenas de Tenerife contribuye a su conservacion, se hace a
traves de los voluntarios en los barcos de avistamiento de ballenas, quienes intentan
sensibilizar a los turistas con temas de conservacion de la naturaleza. Además, gracias a
iniciativas, como por ejemplo la AOCN, los turistas tienen la oportunidad de poder cambiar
positivamente la conservación de los cetáceos..
❖ Contribucion a la educacion. El AWF, a través de sus voluntarios, provee
recursos para maestros en la pagina web de recursos para maestros (TES), la pagina más
famosa del mundo entero y usada por cientos de miles de maestros. Todo esto se produce
en nuestra base en Arona, además de proporcionar talleres educativos, presentaciones y
charlas en hotels; el material educativo es utilizado tambien en los barcos de observación
de ballenas.

❖

AWF NATURE CODE
6 key elements of Responsible Nature Tourism providers:

❖ Respect for Nature visited and its Environment. Our research (on board the
whale watching boats for some 25 years) shows quite clearly the dramatic improvement in
the whale watching experience (for the whales) after the introduction of regulations. Our
research shows, further, that the blue flag whale watching boats continue to abide by the
regulations. However, our research also shows very clearly that the increasing incidence of
illegal boat activity is causing significant distress to the whales.
❖ Respect for Tourists. In terms of quality of the whale watching experience, their
health and safety, the knowledge, etc. afforded them. Tenerife’s whale watching industry is
an example of ‘best practice’ for the world in this respect. With legal boats the attention to
the customer experience- their health and safety, the training and quality of staff is second to
none.
❖ Contribution to the local community. In Tenerife, most crew on the whale
watching boats are drawn from the old fishing community; the boats have provided a means
of them continuing their work on the sea. This is something of which the industry should be
immensely proud of. Additionally, many of the boats we work on provide highly subsidized
access for local children, again something to be immensely proud of.
AWF volunteers on
the whale watching boats reach out a global community.
❖ Contribution to Research. The AWF has been privileged for its volunteers to be
able to carry our research on the whale watching boats for some 25 years. In this time we
have assembled world-class databases on the resident pilot whale and bottlenose dolphin
communities and on migrating species passing through. We know these animals as
individuals within family groups with social roles and responsibilities. We have used this data
to provide educational materials, the TES website, the world’s largest on-line teacher
resource has had hundreds of thousands of teacher downloads of our teaching materials, we
have given out hundreds of thousands of free educational leaflets and we regularly attend
the European Cetacean Conference ECS presenting our findings. This year we are
presenting findings on illegal boat impact.
❖ Contribution to Conservation. The whale watching industry in Tenerife’s
contribution to conservation is through the work of the volunteers on the boats raising
awareness of conservation issues. Also, through initiatives such as the AOCN through which
tourists can make a difference to conservation of cetaceans direct.
❖ Contribution to Education. The AWF through it volunteers produce teacher
resources on the world’s largest teacher resource website (TES) used by hundreds of
thousands of teachers. This work is all produced in our base in Arona, alongside educational
workshops, presentations and talks in hotels, educational material used on the whale
watching boats, free educational posters etc.

